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{Report on the November 2025 English Salon)

Date: November 26, 2025
Reported by Mariko Kamono
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Date held: November 22(Sat.) from 1:00pm to 3:00 pm

Place:  Wakaba café

No. of Participants: Total 13 (1ALT, 10 ISGG members, 2 guests)
Stephanie, Ted Jones, M. Kato, Kamono, Komatsu(T), Komatsu(F)

Mizutani, Nakahara, Nushihara, Sagara, Soga

Guests: Alexie and Maki Ota

This month’s theme: What are you thankful for this year?

<Summary>

® \We welcomed two guests this month. One was Alexie, who is the ALT at Minami-izu Junior High

School, introduced by Stephanie. We hope she will be our regular member for English Salon. The

other guest was Ms. Maki Ota who became a member of ISGG this month. Maki visited the ISGG’s

booth at the ISIR Festa held on November 9 and showed her interest in our activities.

® The followings are some talking points on the theme shared at the salon:

E S
E S
E S

L I R

Thankful for the first experience to sing on the stage at the Karaoka Performance event.
Thankful for the family’s good health

Grateful for the partner, family members, close friends, community members, associate
members, and all persons around me supporting me and making me enjoy the life
Thankful for living in beautiful Ito. Agreed with my friend’s saying “lzu is the best place to
live”

Thankful for the opportunity to have met a wonderful singer who inspired me

Thankful for having my favorable friends and doing favorable camping

Thankful daily for everything around me

Thankful for the reunion with my old friend whom | haven’t met for a long time

Thankful for my gym instructor for providing me with the right exercise to improve my pain
in the knee

Grateful for my staying in good health which allowed me to expand the activities

The next English Salon will be held on January, 31 (Sat.) from 1:00pm at Wakaba.
There is NO English Salon on December 2025.

The talking theme is “What is your plan for the new year — things you want to challenge, places you want

to visit, and anything you want to do in 2026.
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Jimmy Nishida-Adams

My name is Jimmy Nishida-Adams, and | joined the Ito SGG in January of this year.

I am originally from the United States and grew up in northern San Diego County, California. | studied
writing and literature at California State University, and choosing Japanese as my foreign language
during my university years became a turning point in my life. After studying abroad in Tokyo, Japan
gradually changed from being a place | visited into a place where | wanted to live.

In 2019, my wife and | moved to Izu. We were drawn to the balance of ocean and mountains, and
because we were already familiar with the area, the move felt natural. Today, | work as a professional
guide for visitors from overseas, but much of what I continue to learn comes from daily life and

conversations with local residents.

Speaking Japanese with people who do not use English has been one of the most valuable parts of
living here. At the same time, there are moments when it is a relief to speak Japanese with Japanese
people who also understand English. They can help me find the right word, and more importantly, they
understand the frustration of knowing what you want to say but not yet having the language to express it

fully.

Since moving to Ike, | have especially enjoyed learning about the mukashi banashi associated with the
area. Stories such as the Red Cow of Fukusen-ji and the legend of the giant snake of Mt. Omuro feel

closely tied to the local landscape rather than being abstract folktales.

| am particularly interested in the mythology of Konohana-no-Sakuya-hime and her sister Iwanagahime
as it is understood locally. While these figures are known throughout Japan, the version connected to Mt.
Omuro and its Sengen Shrine reflects a story shaped by this specific place. The mountain itself seems to

play a role in how the story has been remembered and passed down.

Viewing a place through its folktales and mythology changes how the landscape is seen. ke and Mt.

Omuro become more than physical locations; they feel like places layered with memory and meaning.
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The Ito SGG brings together people with a wide range of experiences, and | continue to learn from
each conversation. | look forward to deepening my understanding of Ito and Izu through these
exchanges and to sharing that learning with others.
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